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"Oh, don’t be such a
BORK!"

October 1987

mommy...

THEY’'RE BACK !!

N
:\\\\\\\ 1

\\

“Z
)

w o [[A] S
. J
S %
N I l Y 1
———y 1
J.d ]
12030
10000
100
P
100
I
I
I
Lo oo ol
R A R
O
I
N N R



http:J...J....li....li
http:J..J....li....li
http:J..J..J....li
http:J..J....li....li
http:J..J..J....li
http:J....li....li....li
http:J....li....li....li
http:J...J...J....li
http:J....li.Jl....li

e
o
ol
o
k-
aall

]
el
e
]
ol
ol
-
e
]
ol
el
el
wd

S

e

Ll i bl Ll

H

g

H
B e B

a
o
a4
o
,_,%.

a4
a
.

=
ol

CLoLiiL

K
o

E

2

L%?‘T‘”r’

CLCLLLLLLELLCLLLELLLLd

S f f § 8 8
Eene e e B Hrv e

bbb e e

i

FOE G T

E
-

Ty
Hoe e B B

e e B e e

CLLLLLLLrL

nnnnn

-
-
A
J
-
i
i
el
o
8
il
mh
-
= B
o
o
=
- |
i
-
i
J
o
|
-
.,,,,5
i

i

LLL

I I T

-
=

s
s
s
all+
all«
-
s
ks
el
e
e
s
wdls
=
e«
el
el
i
s
wallx
s
]

el

ol

L

L

i

Lobd
L3

Wall treet
Weak

by Sharky DeBullion

They’re at it again. Sharky has
learned that Data General will
sponsor a splashy show a la
DecWorld down at Boston Har-
bor. The centerpiece of the
show will be a giant slave ship.
Rumor has it that DeCastro him-
self will pound out the rowing
rythmn. DeCastro quote of the
week: “What, they’ve raised the
minimum wage! This will cost us
millions!” The hottest hi-tech
buzz concerns Apollo Inc.
Someone over there lost $5.7
million.  Sharky suggests that
the loser try to figure out what
he was wearing that day and
then search those pockets very
carefully because it's bound to
be there. (Sharky is such a kid-
der.) Actually, Sharky’'s remo-
ras have learned the truth. It
seems that our trader friend
converted Apollo’s available dol-
lars, yen, marks, and franks into
Fijian seashells. Better find a
harder currency next time pal.
Whatever happened to Iran-
gate? Wasn't it there a minute
ago? Who won? Sharky's glad
we’ve put that whole nasty busi-
ness behind us so that we can
concentrate on Judge Bork and
Vanna White.

The business of America is
busywork. Why don’t we lease
Alaska? Perhaps some wealthy

country like Japan needs a little
more space. We get them to
sign a lease, and then bammo,
99 years later we raise the rent
to the sky. What! They won't
pay. Sorry pal, clean up the
mess you’'ve made or'you can
forget about that security de-
posit. Au Canada. Sharky no-
tices with great anger that our
so-called neighbors have been
complaining about us again.
These people are actually an-
gry with us because we’ve de-
stroyed a few hundred of their
lakes with acid-rain. Do you
believe these Canadians?
Sharky challenges Canadians
to come up with one significant
cultural contribution Canada
has made to the world (and
punting on third down does not
count). Send your answers by
email to this newspaper.

— T —

advertisement

YO Fritz!

Hey Fritz:

What the heck do you
guys do every day? | call
in a problem, and you
don’t show up for hours.
Your slow response time
adversely affects my
productivity!

Annoyed
Dear Annoyed:

You're an engineer, right? |
can always tell engineers: you
guys think, just because you
can design an OR gate or shift
and rotate, the rest of us got
to peel Twinkies for you and
kiss your bare feet. 1'd like to
see you guys do a little spe-
cialized shifting and rotating
sometime, if you know what |
mean. “Adversely affect your
productivity” my arsenic.

You're annoyed, huh? Well, |
got news for you, bub: I'm
pretty annoyed at all these
complaints that we in Facilities
are lazy. We do more in ten
minutes than you guys do in a
month of SR10 meetings. And
we don’t need to leave empty
pizza boxes lying around to
prove we’'ve been working.

(cont)



| keep a log of everything | do
each day. Here’s my log for
one morning last week to show
you what my job’s like.

7:35 am Get to my office.
Pour myself a cup of

coffee.

7:38 am Answer call
woman in office
2134. Says she
sees giant spiders in
her office. Judging
from the amount of
glue in the office,
I'm surprised that’s
all she sees.

from

7:45 am Get back to my of-
fice., and The cof-
fee and cremora
have started to
separate. Drink cof-

fee quickly.

7:50 am  Start to remove ceil-
ing tiles from sec-
ond floor ceiling.
Find a football in the
ceiling.

8:10 am Answer call from
guy in office 1056.
He says it’s too cold
in his office. Jack
the thermostat up to
84°,

8:15 am Continue removing
ceiling tiles.

8:27 am Someone complains
that we're stirring
up too much dust
removing ceiling
tiles.

8:33 am

8:52 am

9:26 am

9:27 am

9:48 am

10:12 am

10:24 am

10:37 am

10:43 am

Accidentally drop
large quantity of
dust on person who
complained about
the dust.

Answer call from of-
fice 1057. Says it's
too hot. Turn ther-
mostat down to 55°.

Finish removing ceil-

ing tiles. Take a
coffee break.
Person in office

2623 complains that
the ceiling tiles are
blocking the hall.

Move ceiling tiles
out of middle of hall-
way. Stack them in
front of door of of-
fice 2623.

Start banging on
pipes directly over-
head office 2623.

Hide dead rat next
to overhead vent of
office 2623.

Answer call from of-
fice 1056. He says
it's too cold. Turn
thermostat up to
98°,

Answer call from of-
fice 2623 complaining
about bad smell in
vent. Accidentally
drop rat on person
while removing it.

11:04 am Realize | took out
wrong ceiling tiles.
Start replacing ceil-

ing tiles.

11:19 am Person in office
1057 says it's too
hot again. Turn
thermostat down to
32°,

11:48 am Frozen pipes burst

on first floor. Cit for
lunch.
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Apollo Employees
Brave
Construction
Gauntlet

CHELMSFORD, Mass. (Connip-
tion Press) —— Despite the fact
that car mines have been dis-
covered along the Route 129
construction site, Apollo em-
ployees are courageously run-
ning the gauntlet between the
Route 3 bridge and the safe ha-
ven of Apollo buiidings.

New company Big Guy Rolls o’
Pampers said that he was
bursting with pride over the
way Apollo employees have re-
sponded to the recent Travel
Turmoil. “Once more Apollo
people have shown that they
will respond to any challenge,”
he said. “They took the 18
months of construction on the
Route 3 bridge like troopers,
and we’re finding that this set-
back hasn’t slowed them down
(much) either.”
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Security officials strongly sus-

pect that roving bands of
Chelmsford hooligans are re-
sponsible for the mines that
have been encountered along
the construction path. Officials
have been forced to maneuver
through the area each morning
with sophisticated mine-
sweeping machinery attached
to the front of their 4x4 pick-
ups. They say without such
measures, the broken-axel :ind
flat-tire rate would have been
much higher.

Despite their efforts, however,
Security is still concerned
about employees’ safety. Head
Agent Bronson Charles recently
made the following alert avail-
able to the Conniption:

“The Vice Presidents’ Security
Council (VPSC) has recently
received reports of stepped-up
terrorist activity along the
Route 129 travel corridor. Em-
ployees who will be travelling
that way should be aware of the
heightened security risk and
take the appropriate precau-
tions. Spare tires and a paid-
up AAA membership are con-
sidered the minimum precau-
tionary measures.”

Security also advises that em-
ployees allow extra time when
travelling between buildings Up
the Hill and Down in the Valley.
“It seems like they ought to be
able to keep two lanes open at
all times —- after all, they are
adding two lanes to the road,”
said Charles. “But, hey,
they’ve probably got some
fancy-schmanzy college gradu-
ate civil engineer running the
show who doesn’t know his
earth—-mover from his elbow.
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That’s the only reason we can
think of to explain why they’ve
only had one lane open at
times. Unless, of course, those
rumors that they want to run
Apollo out of town are true...”

The VPSC reportedly i5 consid-
ering a program to re-flag em-
ployees’ cars with Chelmsford
Resident stickers, but the plan
has not yet been approved. If
such a plan were approved,
the re-flagged cars would be
escorted through the Straits of
Chelmsford by Apollo mini-
vans. “We're examining the
long-range diplomatic conse-
quences of such an action,”
said one Veep.
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*Meeting Notes*

The WMeeting Task Force
meets daily at 5:15 in the Build-
ing 330 Cafeteria. Tonight's
speaker will discuss creative
meeting scheduling techniques
that can fill your schedule with
meetings, allowing you to avoid
all possiblity of getting work
done.

Parents Without Children
meets Monday evenings in the
Manufacturing and Planning
Conference Room. Next meet-
ing’s discussion topic: how to
deal with your smug coworkers
who have children. We will
also discuss plans for the up-
coming Father-Son Day with
the Children Without Parents
group.

Future meetings of Expectant
Mothers Without Rides have
been cancelled because no
members could get rides to the
meetings. i

New — Improved — Cushier — Better Tasting
Apollo Mouse Pads

Available soon
through your
Customer Service
Representative

call 1-800-PADS R US




Apollo Announces
SRn:
The Next Generation
in
Software Releases

(Chelmsford) — Apollo Com-
puter Inc. stunned the comput-
ing community today by an-
nouncing the upcoming release
of “SkEn”, the latest in a series
of operating system and lay-
ered product enhancements.
Accorcng to Barbara
Shellgame, Marketing Product
Manager for SRn, “a lot of
other companies are stuck with
an outdated mode of thinking
when it comes to releasing
software. You see this all the
time in their integer and real
number naming schemes. Of
course, Apollo used to do this,
too, before we realized the po-
tential of using variable names
for release notation.”

One of the primary benefits of
this new software is that “SR-
en can be all things to all peo-
ple,” says one prominent de-
velopment engineer. “You
want real Unix? You got real
Unix! You want Aegis? It’s right
here, baby! How about native
MS-DOS? Pop this puppy on
your disk, and every applica-
ticni you've ever written will just
work! Man, it's bad.

SRn is only the first salvo in the
software release broadside fired
by Apollo on this historic occa-
sion. The workstation vendor
also announced SRn++, a port-
able version of the OS that can
boot any computer pulling less
than 40 amperes. SRn++ will be
available for shipment in July
1988. Bugfixes for both OS re-
leases will be shipped in
SRn+=2, “allowing us to leapfrog
to normal trouble-reporting bot-
tleneck.”

Full Meddle
Jacket:

Three Days of
Hell in Manage-
ment Boot Camp

“As | look back on it now, it
seems like ... just a dream.
We were innocent then —
maybe, | don't know; too in-
nocent. Lots of us guys
signed up because we thought
it was YOUR DUTY. What a
laugh. Some duty.

“Things started out simple
enough. The recruiter (“HR

wants YOU for the Apollo j
Army”) said it would be a ] 4
breeze. Three days in :
Gloucester, she said. Nice ho- Pl
tel; great food. Just sit in on a o
couple of seminars. Learn to Sl ok
be a leader. You start with a deddodd
squad, then maybe, if you're 194
good, you move up to a sec- Fohhut
tion. Who knows. If you get R
some breaks, maybe some- .
; . : el

day you'll be a vice president. R
It's happened to worse guys .
than me. How bad could that 4 i
be? ==l
dddodod

“Bad enough. First, there was e
The Group. My God, you .
should have seen them. o
Starry-eyed middle managers ﬁm- =+
just like me, all wrapped up in e
the flag of Excellence and .
swearin’ that we could make a ﬁjw jﬁ
difference. You laugh, but it T
seemed like a good idea at the T
time. That was before we ol b
started the training. Sixteen S
bl e

good men and women faced e
with a flaming sea of Interper- Skl
sonal Communicative Tech- ﬁj?j"i
niques. It hurts just to remem- T
. bl el ek
ber it. Lol
(cont) ol vk
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“We started with Understanding
Yourself as a Leader and Man-
ager. That should have tipped
us off right there. The Big Lie.

Nobody understands them-
selves as managers. That's the
secret that you only hear about
once you’ve crossed the mine-
field of Performance Evalu-
ations. A lot of good people
never come back from their an-
nual review. You’ve seen it hap-
pen, too. The blank looks ..
the one line mail messages
saying “Arnold Hoppenheimer
has decided to pursue alterna-
tive career opportunities.”

A Letter From
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Betty Ann’s Olde
Node Gyffte

We would like to recommend a
return to project names that
celebrate the more adorable
of Nature’'s creatures. “Ot-
ter” was a splendid example
of a nice, tasteful name for a
project. Otters are playful,
winsome animals. We believe
that the appeal of the pro-
ject’s name contributed sig-
nificantly to the product’s suc-
cess. The grass roots support
was tremendous. Our t-shirts
with pictures of cute, fuzzy ot-
ters on them sold like hot
cakes. But just try moving a
store room full of t-shirts with

L. ﬁ"”’%fg‘ What a waste. Sh poisonous, spiny fish on them!
ol el «
] “Then there was Apollo: A Busi- Op p e We at Betty Ann’s have some
:ﬂj“ “§ ness Overview. We got the , . recommendations for future
iy party line on corporate perform- We at Betty Ann’s are grieved project names. How about the
b ance for sure. Talk about mer-  to witness the current trend in Teddy Bear Project, or per-
iun wﬁ« ciless visual aids. | still wake up project naming at Apollo. En- haps the Panda Project? Baby
o k- nights, sweating, seeing growth  gineers seem to relish in nam-  animals always have tremen-
foddhd, charts and customer counts  ing their projects after the less  dous appeal: kittens, bunnies,
ol el - looming up, threatening to appealing members of the ani- puppies and chickies would all
[=dudate drown me. No matter how hard ~ mal kingdom:  unappetizing  make lovely project mascots.
SO | struggle, I’m drowning. “Help! fish, vicious dogs, and nasty
GH3T Somebody el (gase,  repiles, dominate the sched  we gan guarantee a large sec-
S smiling, mustachioed ~ What kind of sicko, for in-  PASAY, TIAREL ToF PrOleGtre
gk, marketeer whispering “Time to stance, would wear with pride ;
i ke th b » a t-shirt saying “Kiss me — I'm  DOXeS, mugs, paper weights,
I WIRRE e HUMLEPS . a Warthog"?  What perverts  2nd bed sheets if you would
2333 rThoros more: so much more.  woud gt Koks ffom Deng S YOur 1ot proect one of
fodd i Managing Finance. Managing part of the Tick Project? And ; R o |
e Performance. Managing the yet, this seems to be the inevi- ever, if you continue to display
el Problem Employee. Managingto  table future of the naming  gavarR@d taste for the bizzare,
:“j*jﬂ“gj survive is more like it. Whenthe  strategy. L ] ‘?(" ts "f"g Save °| t‘" "
e shooting starts, it's every man ﬁemr:ar et lor oun-relate
el ol for himself. So be warned. In :
:ﬁjﬂj« my outfit, you do your job —
W pull your weight — or it's The
Dol ol Hook. No excuses. No second
[ thoughts. And don’t come
}ﬂﬂ"‘sj crawling my way when the next
Il round lands in your foxhole. I'm
Iﬂ:g_ :Iéx, lookin’ out for me. If | can man-
b e - age.
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